
The Gospel of Mark 
“The Kingdom is at Hand” 

Mark 13 

 

 

Where are we in the story? 

Again, where are they now? What is significant about where Jesus is speaking? Why? 

What was the meaning & significance of Jesus’ question from last week? 

 

What is prophecy? What is the point of prophecy? 

This mornings passage I personally believe has been wrongly misinterpreted by many…including myself 

Has Jesus had any prophecies yet in this book? What were they about? 

Everything Jesus has been talking about in regards to future events has had to do with the Temple 

It has had to do with God’s judgment on Israel after all these years, for not treating Him right 

And almost more importantly to Him, for not treating people right 

They have literally used their faith and blessed place against the world rather than being salt and light 

And God is finished…and when I mean finished I mean finished 

Not finished like when He moved the Babylonians in for 70 years where the Temple though beaten was still standing 

Not like the times of the Persians and the Syrians where Israel still existed, Jerusalem still existed, and most importantly 

the Temple still existed 

GOD IS FINISHED with the age 

• Luke 19:41-46 

• Mark 13 

So what is this about? Let me ask it differently…what does it feel like it is about? 

Let’s first try and understand the point of this chapter, the context, then let’s look and His purposes 

 

Let’s set the stage 

First, Jesus has delivered prophecies, but only in regards to Israel’s eminent judgment and the Temple destruction 

Second, what just happened in the 2 previous chapters? 

Jesus formally judged the Temple and the Jewish leaders on behalf of God 

Third, there are many versus in this passage that clearly place the context of this passage in current Jesus times 

• Mark 13:1-2, 3A (opposite the Temple), 9 (you), 11 (you), 14B, 30 

Fourth, we have already seen Daniel 7 quoted, and it will again be quoted in Mark 14 which will ultimately get Jesus 

killed 

Daniel 7 describes the Ancient of Days and the Son of Man “coming” 

This coming is not downward, but in Daniel 7 is it upward to the Ancient of Days 

Where He will be seated with authority once for all time 

• Mark 13:26 

This passage, like 14:62 is about Jesus being vindicated 

What Jesus has said and done, though they will Him, He will be outwardly vindicated 

God Himself will set things straight that Jesus was in fact Messiah and true all along 

It is JESUS’ RESURRECTION that is the main proof 

But it is also the destruction of the Temple and the demise of Israel itself that will vindicate Him 

This prophecy AUTHENTICATES second only to the resurrection what Jesus did and said 

 

For 1000 years the Temple stood the test of time 

In spite of multiple takeovers, Babylon, Persia, Syria…THE TEMPLE and Jerusalem remained 

30 years after Jesus death, the TEMPLE WAS OBLITERATED and HAS NEVER RETURNED 

FOR 2000 years no less…incredible! 

 

Fifth, Jesus words differ greatly from typical apocalyptic writing – there is no tour of heaven or hell by an angel, no 

bizarre imagery like monsters, no reference to a last great battle, and a sense that more is left 

 

Everything about this passage points to the events of 66-70AD specifically, not end times 

Knowing God does things in 3-D, there are other points, but do not lose this one 

 



What kinds of things are predicted? 

• Mark 13:2 Temple destroyed (Jer. 7:14-17, Micah 3:9-12) 

• Mark 13:5-6 False Prophets – Josephus page 421-422, 483, 582 

• Mark 13:7 Wars - Josephus page 536-537, NIV Appl. Commentary page 503 

In AD 69 alone, 4 Romans emperors passed – Nero, Otho, Vitellius, and Vespasian 

Each brought murder, civil war and massive violence 

And as Vespasian made his made to receive his crown, his adopted son Titus entered Jerusalem, burnt the city and 

the Temple, and crucified thousands of Jews 

What language could you use to describe this? 

It is believed that more Jews died at the hands of other Jews than even the Romans 

• Mark 13:8 Earthquakes and famines (was a huge earthquake even on His death) 

Josephus gives huge accounts of famine, suffering, cannibalism…brutal 

• Mark 13:9-13 Deep persecution – Nero himself 

• Mark 13:14 Abomination in the Temple – Josephus page 583 

Several things that happened 

a) Caligula – gave orders in 40AD to set up a statue of himself in the Temple but was assassinated first 

b) A second option was the zealots who holed up in the Temple, stole, murdered, etc. 

c) Most likely Rome setting up their ensigns and required sacrifices to them 

• Mark 13:14 Fleeing of the city – Josephus page 536-537 

Josephus even reports that the Jordon was extremely high, Jews were trapped by Romans unable to cross and were 

slaughtered, in the Old Testament over and over God parted such waters but no more 

• Mark 13:15-16 – Why on earth would you be worried about your cloak if this is the end time and we are all caught 

up 

• Mark 13:24-25 – Josephus page 582 

 

Until lately, I really had no idea just how brutal the times right after Jesus were 

In the last 100 years, the most brutal thing we have witnessed would have to be Hitler 

This time, culminated in 66-70AD was literally that kind of time…with well over 1 million Jews killed 

And the city after 2000 years has never been restored to its people 

And the Temple is no more…with the Dome of the Rock placed on top of all things 

 

This is not the end of the world…this is the end of their world! 

 

Purposes: 

1. Jesus is not so much telling them just when it will happen, but what to do when it comes 

2. He is also displaying for all times His vindication…He was TRUE 

3. He is also shoring up His people – this prophecy was fulfilled in earnest 30 years later 

Brian and I watching “The Apocalypse” – said Daniel was written in 200BC because of course they couldn’t 

have known when in fact it was written in 600 BC 

4. Also shows the fullness of God’s character – God is just as much about justice as He is about mercy 

5. And look at God’s goal – Mark 13:10 

6. And this is a foretaste of the world’s eminent end 

 


